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ABSTRACT 

Algeria has experienced over the last decadesan intense and persistent 

droughtcharacterized by a significantrainfalldeficit. The west-central 

NorthAlgeria, likemost tropical regionsexperiencedalternatingwet and dry 

periods. In a global context of increasinglydisturbed by humanactivities, itis 

essential to analyze the dry episods in different time scales. In this perspective, 

withfourteen stations of the longestrainfallserieswereanalyzed. The analysisused 

the values of standardizedprecipitation index calculated for a 52-year time scale. 

The resultsindicatethat the mostremarkabledroughtsoccurredduring 1980-1999. 

These dry episodesculminatedin 1983 withextremelyseveredroughtsthat type 

ismarked by stations Derraga, Hocine Sidi, Teniet-El-Had, Kenenda-fermme. 

The Sidi Mdjahed station and the mostaffected by drought. As will notice that 

the stations Khmisti, Kenenda-fermme, Lakhel Sidi Sidi Hocine Teniet-El-Had, 

Ain El Hadidexperienced dry spells in five years. 
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